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1.
Rationale

At Williamstown North Primary School, the Buddy Program assists in the development of positive relationships and connectedness among students, creates an inclusive environment and the mentoring and leadership skills of senior students.
2.
Aims


Through the buddy program, the school aims to:
· foster a friendly and cooperative learning environment at Williamstown North Primary School.

· provide the opportunity for senior and junior students to develop positive relationships with each other.

· enhance a caring playground environment by encouraging tolerance, understanding and friendship across year levels.
· promote the development of leadership and mentoring skills in senior students 
3.
Implementation
· A member of the School Wellbeing Key Reference Group (KRG) will be designated to oversee the implementation of the Buddy Program.

· In Term 4, Year 5 students will be paired with incoming Kinder children participating in the Kinder to School Transition program to establish a ‘Buddy’ relationship for the following year.
· At the beginning of the school year, other senior levels will be paired with a junior buddy class.
· Where there is an imbalance in the number of senior and junior students, two students may share a Buddy.  
· Buddy Groups will remain throughout the year.
· Once established, Buddy Pairs will meet regularly and participate in activities designed by the class teachers, including activities such as reading, sharing and celebrating their learning, activities aligned to school events and celebrations and teaching each other new skills etc.
4. Evaluation/Review

· The program will be carefully monitored and changes will be made where appropriate. This will occur annually with feedback from the Professional Learning Teams, Leadership Team and the School Wellbeing KRG.

5. References and Related Policies
· WNPS Purpose Statement

· WNPS Principles
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